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“…he put the man  

on his own donkey,  

took him to an inn  

and took care of him.” 

NIV. LUKE 10:34 
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The Lowly Donkey 
 
 
 

 
 

          Should not one remember, 
                  Come each December, 

The lowly donkey, noble yet mild, 
Who carried the mother with Child? 

Carried her to safe cattle shed, 
Where the manger became a bed. 

 

Then, when the Child was born, 
Stood guard until the dawn 

Gave light to this marvellous sight 
And became the first to see... 

 

The Christ Child revealed; 
¢ƻ ƘŜŀǊ IŜŀǾŜƴΩǎ ōŜƭƭǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǇŜŜƭŜŘΤ 

To gently nuzzle angels who came to adore, 
Humble and lowly no more. 

 

{ȅŘƴŜȅ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭΣ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ п...  
Geoffrey Farrance and Danielle Rambourg took Emily Rose to 
Sydney for the blessing of the Animals. It rained for most of 
the day and made things a little miserable, however, Emily 
Rose stole the show and was the crowd pleaser on the day. 
We thank volunteers Ted Critchley and Petra Klaus for 
attending and helping out on the day.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
 

The Donkey has Holy Family Connections 
 

Newcastle Cathedral, Sunday, November 12...  
After a long day at the Mattara Festival, we went to the 
Cathedral with 3 donkeys, 8 pooches and 9 volunteers!  

Arriving at the Cathedral, two of the three donkeys 
ΨbƛƪƛΩ ŀƴŘ Ψ/ŀǎŀƴƻǾŀΩ had impeccable manners, however not 
so could be said about our dear little, ΨōǳǘǘŜǊ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƳŜƭǘ 
ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǳǘƘΩ, mischievous Simpson! He just had to check 
everything out. He wanted to go up to the Alter, he pushed 
the piano stool over, rubbed his rear end on the pews, 
brayed when the Dean was speaking thinking that he should 
be giving the sermon! Then he left an impression of perfect 
baby teeth marks in the priceless old heavy timber doors! 
Sandy had to pry him off everything and take him outside 
for a stern discipline talk or ΨōǊƛōŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǊǊǳǇǘƛƻƴΩΣ before 
bringing him back inside. He was good for about 2 minutes, 
then he started all over again fidgeting, stamping his feet 
and braying! Such a naughty little boy was he!  
 GSDS had the honour of speaking this year and I 
thank Di Bennett for presenting a beautiful speech. The 
Dean organised for another lady to tell the story of Balham 
and the Donkey, which lead up to GSDS talk.  
 After thanking the Dean and all those who 
organised the event, Di went on to tell a brief history of 
how the Sanctuary came into being and of our struggles, 
trials and tribulations over the past 18 years.  
 Di continued to explain that donkeys have been 
important partners with humankind since ancient times, in 
fact, as far back as 12,000 years ago that we know of.  
 DƻƴƪŜȅǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ 
word, being referred to on numerous occasions in the Bible 
with Easter and Christmas very significant. Di also made 
other references where donkeys are mentioned including 
the parable of Ψ¢ƘŜ DƻƻŘ {ŀƳŀǊƛǘŀƴΩΦ WŜǎǳǎ ǊƻŘŜ ŀ ŘƻƴƪŜȅ 
which signified that his kingdom was to be one of humility 
and service, not of domination and violence. 

Donkeys have been used as beasts of burden for 
centuries, individually and in teams. They have carried Kings 
and peasants, all kinds of produce and goods across all types 
of terrain. They have also helped to develop almost every 
country including Australia. We feel these noble creatures 
deserve to be recognised, respected and thanked. 

The speech was very well received, many people 
came to us afterwards to comment on it and enquire about 
the GSDS. We thank the Dean for inviting GSDS to speak.  
 

 
J-A Kokas 

Donkey  
dõAngelo 

 

 
 

Guardian of  
all Sanctuary 
Donkeys on 
Earth and in 

Heaven 
 

 

By J.T.C.   (Sent to us by Joyce and Alfie Camp) 

 

 
Newcastle Cathedral: GSDS Committee members Craig and April Sevenoaks 

with Nikki and Casanova. (Simpson was outside receiving a stern lecture!) 



 Prayers for comforting friends frail or unwell… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



  Ailing donkeys at GSDS IC/TLC unit. 

 

 
 
 
 

 Prayers requested for deceased family & friends… 


  Eileen & Cliff Gumbley       Esther Hayes  

  John Anthony Westwood       Ern Freeman   

  Arthur Ernest Hayes       Peter Moore 

  Joseph & Jacqueline Kokas       Esme Bragg 

  Patricia Rose Williams       Les Newbery 

  Joseph Edward Hodgson       Gregory Mogensen 

  Patricia Brass-Kale       Audrey Smyth

  John and Rose Hoad       Ken Dixon

  Perce & Madge Buckley       Dora Sear 

  Kit (Kathleen) Ash                  . Mark Bowden 

  Plus ALL our beloved pets in Heaven with loved ones  
 

 

Special  Prayer...   Let us Bray... 
We pray for GSDS supporters who help financially 
As well as those who help manually, friends,  
volunteers, Wwoofers and other helpers. 
 

We pray for the continued health and contentment of 
all the donkeys in our care and thank the Lord for 
sending His special creature to us, and trusting in us  
to take good care of His chosen animal.  

 

We also ask for strength and guidance for when those 
difficult times come and the hard, heart wrenching 
ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜΦ ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƴƪŜȅǎΩ 
still suffering and as yet not reached GSDS care. 

 

We must not forget all the donkeys who still work as 
beasts of burden throughout the world. We are grateful 
that those countries have organisations who do all they 
can to take care of those donkeys. We also pray for 
their supporters who contribute to keep them going.  

 

We pray for Dr Elisabeth Svendsen MBE, founder of the   
Donkey Sanctuary, Devon England who has not been  
been well recently. We ask the Lord to  
take special care of her.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Kerry Williams  

 Maureen Jones 

 Evelyn Bast    

 Stan Johanson    

 Joyce Clarke 

 Eileen White 

 Don Ash (of the Ash Donkeys!) 

 

 M 

 B 

 

  Eileen Dixon  

  Mavis Blissett 
  Lyn Grimes 
  Dolores Ball 
  Mary Rezo 
  Hannah Blades 
 

  Eileen Dixon  

  Mavis Blissett 
  Lyn Grimes 
  Dolores Ball 
  Mary Rezo 
  Hannah Blades 

  Pearl Ginley 

 

 
 

God Bles s Alice & Chelsea -Babe 
 

 
GSDS volunteers explain the reason why Alice and 
Chelsea-Babe Chihuahua were needed in Heaven. 
Chelsea-Babe (Jo-!ƴƴŜΩǎ famous singing Chihuahua) had 
such a beautiful voice the Lord needed her to join the 
heavenly choir. The angels built her a special high chair 
(similar to the one she had here at home), this is placed 
at the front of the choir so her voice can be heard clearly.   
      Yet there was still something else missing. The Lord realised 
that to make the choir complete, they needed the tender, soft 
bray of dear sweet Alice. Alice and Chelsea were good friends, 
so now they are together once more singing side by side in the 
IŜŀǾŜƴΩǎ choir. I am told that if we listen hard before going 
to sleep each night we will hear them singing for us. 
       The photos below were chosen as a last Good-bye to 
our dear Alice and Chelsea. We like to think that by now 
Alice is with Jo-!ƴƴŜΩǎ !ǳƴǘ Esther, Kit Ash and Chelsea. 
Esther & Kit were very much involved with the church and 
they are HeavŜƴΩǎ ŎƘƻƛǊ Ŏƻ-ords. LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ they are helping 
Alice and Chelsea fit into their new roles in heaven.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

L: Happy days for Alice and Esther.  R: Waiting for the vet on the 8.10.2008.  

 

Chelsea-Babe singing Happy Birthday 
to Alice at her 50th birthday party. 
This grand event was covered by 
ACA Nationwide boosting Chelsea 
into the limelight and it snow-
balled from there. Chelsea-Babe 
soon became a household name in 
Australia and internationally!  
     Chelsea came with me in her pram of 
a morning to give Alice her grated 
carrot while I milked the jennies. Both 
Alice & Chelsea deserve a place in 
IŜŀǾŜƴΩǎ ŎƘƻƛǊΦ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƎŜƭǎ, 
Esther and Kit will take good care of 
them. We ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǎŜŘ 
to their wings and that they ŀǊŜƴΩǘ 
getting their feathers ruffled! 

 

Religious Medals ɲ $2.50 each 
 
 

Really nice oxidised (silver) medals 

 St Francis of Assisi – Patron Saint of all Animals and GSDS. 

 St Francis Xavier – Patron Saint of Australia 

 St Jude – Saint for impossible tasks. 
 

 

We’ve added the St Jude medal because we are always 
struggling to make ends meet!  
 
 

New: St Francis of Assisi Pendant on chain in gold ï $20.00  
 
 

Lovely Christmas gift for girls.  Phone/email Jo-Anne for the  

 

2008/09 Christmas Catalogue ï 02 4996 5596 
donkeysanctuary@bigpond.com 

 

 


